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Before you download 
you  need to know: 
your platform: Windows 
98, XP, ME, etc., and 
the connection type: 
dial-up or broadband. 
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The WNY Rose Soci-
ety’s monthly meeting 
will be held on May 16,  
2007 at 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Stephens-Bethl ehem 
United Church of Christ, 
750 Wehrle Dr., Wil-
liamsvill e, NY 14221.   

                                                           
The hostess for the   
monthly meeting in May 
is Barbara Gaul. She is 
one of a group of pre-
mier bakers in our soci-
ety. 

To receive our newslet-
ter electronically, in the 
exact form it has been 
formatted, you need 
Adobe Reader 6.0 
on your computer.  Be-
low is the website for 
the free download:  

http://www.adobe.
com/ pr o d uct s/
acrobat/readstep2.
html 
Hosts are still needed for 
the July monthly meeting . 
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS: 
Please welcome a new member: 
Delphine B. Verdi ,  4524 Lake Shore Rd., 
Hamburg, NY  14075-3103, 716-627-5130 
Her email: tvdoll@adelphia.net.  Please make her 
feel welcome and share your rose knowledge with 
her.  Don’ t forget to enter the new member’s infor-
mation into your membership roster. 

            Many members have not picked up their 
2007 membership rosters. They have been avail-
able at our meetings for the last two months. Please 
come get them at this month’s meeting. 
            All the roses that have been ordered have 
been sold. This is the earliest, in many years, that all 
of the plants have sold. Thanks to all who helped out. 

      On page 4 of this month’s newsletter is an article, 
“Consulting Rosarian Commentary” , by Frank Strasser, 
a member of the Schenectady RS. It appeared in the 
Schenectady RS January Newsletter. Frank is an excel-
lent writer/storyteller as you can tell by reading his arti-
cle. He is a member of the Schenectady RS and is a 
Hort. Judge. Hope you enjoy Frank’s humorous take. 
      One of our friendliest & helpful members, Ray 
Stiegler, recently underwent an appendectomy opera-
tion.  After spending some time at the V.A. hospital, he 
is now home recuperating under the expert care of his 
wife, Lil .   Ray is coming along nicely and sends 
his greetings to all .  We wish you a speedy recov-
ery, Ray.   
 
            This month’s contributors to the newsletter 
were L il Stiegler, Bill Bleyle and Frank Strasser. 
Thank you to all of you. Your help made this 
newsletter possible! 

          Most of the beautiful things in li fe come by twos and threes, 
                    By dozens and hundreds, 

                       Plenty of roses, sunsets, rainbows, brothers and sisters, 
                               Aunts and cousins… 

                               But, you only get one 0 RWKHU� in the  whole wor ld! 
                                                                                                                                               - K.D. Wiggin 

DUES: 
Age: 
17-61 yrs. Single-$17              
“    “         Double $22 
   
Age 62+  Single $15                                          
               Double $20. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hello Everyone, 
 
 
             What a great banquet we had at Il-
lio Di Paolo’s on April 23rd.   I would like 
to give a BIG THANK YOU to Dick Ze-
lawski for all the work he put into this af-
fair. He has given so much to our society 
and has never asked for anything in re-
turn, He is a true rosarian. The food was 
excellent and of course the company was 
fantastic. 
 
Things we are going to be involved in in 
the near future are as follows. 
 
We are going back to the Erie County Fair 
after a few years’ absence. The date is 
Saturday, August 18th,  from 10 a.m. until 
four or five in the evening. We have 10 
people signed up so far. It is a nice way to 
spend the day and meet  gardeners who 
might be interested in joining our society. 
So won’t you consider joining us on that 
day? 
 
 Dave Swanka and I will be sitting at Ul-
brich’s Nursery on the 19th of May. This 
nursery has been very generous to our so-
ciety with gift certificates for our banquet.  
In June, Dick Zelawski and I will sit at 
Majeski’s Nursery.  This nursery 
also has given to our society for many 
years. 
Dick and I will again sit at Adams Nurs-
ery, and they also have given gift certifi-
cates for our banquet. 
 
I would like to thank Maggie Connolly for 

the many door prizes she donated for our 
banquet. They were enjoyed by all ! 
 
I was unable to attend the seminar at Zittel’s 
because Ray had just come home from the 
hospital after emergency surgery. The re-
ports I have been given by those who at-
tended were very upli fting. Mary Jane Stuhr 
put a lot of work into the seminar.   She is a 
dedicated rosarian and we THANK her for 
all that she does for the society. 
 
 I am so far behind in my rose garden, I do 
not know if I will ever get caught up with 
the work, but you know roses are very for-
giving and if you get behind make sure you 
water well and feed them and they wil l 
grow. 
 
 Until the next time I write an article, I  
hope to see you all at our May meeting 
 
                                                               -Lil 
 
 
Ed.note:  Informal garden visits to mem-
bers’ gardens during the summer, was an 
idea discussed during the May board meet-
ing. Anyone interested in participating 
please contact Lil .  We can discuss this at 
length at this meeting.  Once approved,
information on this would be posted in the 
members-only section of the website. 
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    May marks the start of our active growing season.  
The care you give your rose plants in the coming 
few weeks will definitely reflect in the quali ty of 
your blooms in our June rose show. 
   Your pruning and clean-up tasks should be com-
pleted by this time but don’ t put your pruning shears 
away just yet. Some dead wood always seems to be 
missed.  Your spraying, and/or dusting, program 
should have begun with the new growth on your 
plants and must be continued regularly all season.  
When spraying, or dusting, give particular attention 
to providing protection to the underside of the 
leaves.  Leaves are constantly infested by ‘spider 
mites’ that can do considerable damage in a very 
short time.  Their presence is diff icult to detect and 
not noticed by many rosarians until the mites have 
turned the leaves into a gray, mottled color.  Spider 
mites begin to appear and breed in May and, unless 
properly controlled, will cause considerable damage 
in June and July.  Be certain to always follow manu-
facturers instructions and recommendations exactly 
when applying sprays and dusts.  Do not over-spray! 
   You first application of rose fertili zer, on estab-
lished roses only, should be applied and watered in 
well .  A proper soil test will be of great help when 
choosing the proper combination of nitrogen, phos-
phorus and potash in your fertili zer.  To an organic 
fertili zer, add super-phosphate and add one table-
spoon of ‘ epsom salts’ to each rose plant.  Add fer-
tilizer ONLY  to established plants!  Wait to include 
your new plants with your July and August fertiliz-
ing.  A booster solution of foliar food can be in-
cluded in your regular spraying and can include the 
newly planted roses.   
   How much fertili zer should you apply?  This de-
pends on your soil and the size of the individual 
bush.  If your soil i s sandy, dry fertili zer should be 
applied in smaller amounts, but more frequently than 
in heavy, high-clay content soil . There are many 
good rose fertili zers in today’s market.  Again may I 
caution, they should be used according to the manu-
facturer’s instructions on the carton or bag. 
   There are many things that you can add to your 
soil to improve it.  By adding manure (either natural 
or dehydrated), compost, sand, peat moss, and vari-
ous forms of vermiculite and perlite, to mention a 
few, the composition of the soil i s changed. It is im-

portant to the soil structure that organic matter be added to 
it, whether in the form of organic fertili zers or peat moss. 
They help break down the compactness of clay soil while 
providing small amounts of fertili zers and trace elements.  
   Organic fertili zers provide a continuous supply of nutri-
ents, do not burn roots and are not as easily leached out of 
the soil as the inorganics.  Organic fertili zers also feed the 
soil .  They encourage the growth of micro-organism such 
soil bacteria and fungi which make the mineral nutrients 
available to roses.  They also encourage other soil organ-
isms such as earthworms that aerate the soil . Organic fer-
tilizers may also provide unknown or littl e-understood, 
nutrients essential to a plant’s successful growth cycle.               
The relatively slow release and limited concentration of 
nitrogen and other nutrients in organic fertili zers is insuf-
ficient to provide for the maximum needs of show roses.  
Therefore, those who exhibit, normally supplement their 
organic fertili zers with some inorganics to give the ‘push’ 
that is needed to help roses attain their full show potential. 
   This inorganic ‘push’ may be in the form of a small 
amount of 5-5-5 (i.e.1 cup) per 5 gallons of organics mix, 
or it may be a bi-weekly foliar feeding with liquid sea-
weed, or Avant, Miracle Gro, etc…  Caution should be 
taken that the mixture is not so strong as to burn the 
leaves. It is best to dilute at half the strength and keep the 
foliage healthy. Some rosarians include foliar feeding in 
their normal spray regimen. A combination of organic and 
inorganics is the best program for high quali ty roses.  
   Also very valuable in loosening clay soils is horticul-
tural sand and perlite. Sand is very heavy to cart around 
but perlite is light and is used as a sand substitute because 
is does not retain water.  Perlite provides good drainage in 
heavy clay soils.  Vermiculite, a clay product, helps to re-
tain water, albeit slightly, and is therefore the medium of 
choice for amending potting soils for container plants, es-
pecially miniature roses, but also for large roses.  Ver-
miculite is slightly gray, or light brown, in appearance, 
whereas perlite is white.   
   Some rosarians prefer to mulch their rose beds at this 
time to save some of the extra work of constant weeding 
and watering.  Be certain to select a mulch that is light and 
airy, thus allowing water to penetrate.  When you and 
‘mother nature’ have done your work well , June will re-
ward your efforts with many coveted awards at our rose 
show.  The Trophies, Blue Ribbons and valuable Awards 
will be yours. It still t akes only one bloom to win Queen 
of Show! 
                                                            -Bill Bleyle 



 Consulting Rosar ian Commentary 
 
A Fable (of sorts) about growing roses from the ground up 
     Once upon a time, many years ago, I was a novice at this 
rose growing thing.  I knew absolutely nothing. All I had was 
a piece of ground in the back yard where even weeds refused 
to grow and the desire to create a rose garden there.  Fortu-
nately, I heard of a person who might counsel me, an expert 
who knew more about roses than I’d ever hope to know.  
However, others warned me that, as knowledgeable as this 
guy was, he had an almost unapproachable demeanor ² curt, 
abrupt, with little patience for neophytes.  I visited him any-
way, will ing to scavenge for whatever tidbits of information 
he might throw my way. “Starting a rose garden is simple,” 
he declared, “All you need is good soil and a decent plant.”  I 
was all ears.  “Tell me,” he asked, “Do you have good soil?  
Is it friable?”  I didn’ t know.  “Well , find out!” he ordered.  
With that, I was summarily dismissed.  
   I drove home, confused but determined to see this thing 
through.  After a week of experimentation, I returned to the 
home of the Grand Inquisitor. “Well , is it?”  he demanded to 
know, without even saying hello.  “Yes,” I replied, somewhat 
proudly, “my soil is friable, but only if you keep the patties 
small, use a good grade of canola oil and have an understand-
ing wife to clean up the kitchen when you’re done.”  
  The session ended when he fainted. 
(A cautionary interjection) I lied…several times.  First, my 
mentor (Charlie Brown, for those of you who might remem-
ber him) was the kindest, most approachable man I ever met.  
He imparted his wisdom about roses to me by the truckload 
and delivered it free of charge, time and time again…and he 
never fainted.  Second, even after all these years, my wife 
still won’ t clean up after me.)  
 
Now, the Truth  
   The main point of all this is to underscore the importance of 
one of the two basic components of good rose growing – the 
soil . The other – namely, the plant – will be a future consid-
eration. Yes, I know about the sun, water, fertilizers, fungi-
cides, insecticides and all that, but I consider those factors to 
be ‘ icing on the cake’ , so to speak.  Without the two basics in 
place, none of that matters very much. 
   The piece of ground I started with was nothing but nearly 
impenetrable clay - hard enough to bend the blade of even the 
sturdiest of my shovels.  A layer, of what was euphemisti-
cally called ‘builder’s soil’ , was on top.  Included were 
chunks of brick, pieces of wood, an odd roof shingle or two, 
and whatever building debris was left over from the new 
townhouses constructed nearby. I even found small pieces of 
glazed pottery mixed in, which my daughter - the amateur 
archeologist - informed me were probably from a time when 
everyone in the neighborhood spoke Dutch.  The rest was just 
‘dirt’ , to put it kindly.  The plan was to change that mess into 
soil that would provide a proper growing environment for the 
rose bushes yet to be planted. 
   The two primary objectives were to produce friabilit y 
(there’s that word again!) and a proper chemical balance in 
the soil (the dreaded pH factor, I call it).  Friable soil i s best 
described as ‘crumbly’ , easily worked.  Short of excavating 
the whole plot and bringing in suitable soil (too expensive 
and back breaking for me), the alternative was to augment 

what I already had, to get what I needed.  No doubt about it, 
composting is the best way to make it happen. You can either 
compost ‘off site’ , so to speak, or add ingredients directly.  I did 
a littl e of both.  I improvised a compost pile out of sight behind 
the back fence (I’ m not even going to tell you the things I added 
to that pile. After all , this is a family newsletter).  But the secret 
is to keep it hot, keep it wet and turn it often... and you might 
wear a mask when you do.  It can really smell , so keep it cov-
ered with a layer of soil or a tarp, if you can.  By the way, my 
pile continues to churn, even after all these years, and provides a 
continuous source of organic material that I add regularly to my 
rose garden and other plantings.  
   Using the other, more direct, approach, I dug up the plot, re-
moved the bricks and other alien matter and added ingredients 
directly to the turned earth.  Into the mix went mulched oak 
leaves, grass clippings, straw, some sand (purloined from my 
young son’s sandbox, I sadly confess) and lots of coffee 
grounds. The latter was my mother’s favorite additive.  It always 
worked marvels in her vegetable and flower gardens.  She never 
knew why but I found out.  The coffee granules broke up the 
clay much like the sand did, and added nitrogen and some acid-
ity to the soil as a bonus. (By the way, coffee grounds are be-
coming quite the thing lately. With the proli feration of establish-
ments such as Dunkin’ Donuts and Starbucks, used coffee 
grounds are readily available and usuall y free for the asking.  In 
fact, environmentally conscious Starbucks has made giving 
away its coffee grounds a company policy).  The whole creative 
process took a while, but when it was done, I had soil I could 
live with … and so could my roses.  
   The other objective was to create a proper chemical balance in 
the soil . The pH factor is the standard measure. The scale runs 
from 0 (very, very acidic) to 14 (very, very alkaline), 7 being 
neutral.  Roses like their home to be slightly acidic.  So, the tar-
get number for roses is around 6.5 or slightly less. While roses 
can grow in soil above (or below) that number, to maximize the 
effectiveness of fertili zers and other additives, it should be 
somewhere close to that.  How can you tell what you have?  
You should have the soil analyzed.  County extension agencies 
usually provide the service or you can buy a do-it-yourself kit. 
According to the results, you would add ground limestone to the 
soil (to raise the pH) or agricultural sulfur (to lower it).  Being 
basically lazy, I use an instant readout meter to check my pH.  
It’s a device comprised of a thin, closed aluminum tube (looks 
like a long 8” nail ) with a small meter stuck on top.  A needle on 
the meter gives you an instant reading when you stick the device 
into the ground.  It’s not the tool for a rocket scientist but it 
works for me.  Most good garden shops sell them for about $10-
15.  I use the meter regularly during the growing season as a 
check on the chemical levels in my garden.   
   So, how do you know all is well with your soil? Check for 

worms! There is no better indicator of soil ‘health’ than the pres-
ence of earthworms.  They truly make the earth live.  I know of 
people who actually buy them through the mail and add them to 
their gardens just to help the process along.  The worms aerate 
the soil as they move through it and their castings are ‘f ree of 

charge’ f ertili zers.  When all is said and done, you should have 
soil that is both friable and chemically balanced.  Your roses 

will (grow to) love it… and you can save your frying pans…and 
your kitchen for more productive uses.   

 
                                                                       Frank Strasser 



 
                          

                                                                         
                                                                                     

$Q�DSSHDO�IURP�WKH�-XQH������5RVH�6KRZ��
&KDLUPDQ³/DZUHQFH�'L*UHJRULR      

 

We need volunteers!! 
 

Help make this year ’s June Rose Show better than 
last year ’s. 

Below is a list of committee heads– call them and 
volunteer your services—you’ ll be glad you did! 

 
 JUNE ‘07 ROSE SHOW COMM ITTEES             

 
SCHEDULES:                      Kim Mehnert 
 
TROPHIES:                          Camille DiGregorio 
 
TABULATION:                    Barbara Gaul 
 
CLERKS                               Sheldon Altman 
 
ROSE SHOW JUDGES:     Kim Mehnert 
 
ARRANGEMENTS’  
JUDGES                                Lil Stiegler 
 
JUDGES’ DINNER:             Karl Mehnert 
 
COFFEE FOR JUDGES:    Camille DiGregorio 
 
ROSE SALE:                         Ray & Lil Stiegler 
 
STAGING:                            Larry DiGregorio 
                                                Willi am Bleyle 
SET UP &  
DISMANTL ING:                 All members 
 
PROPERTIES/FIXTURES:  Mary Jane Stuhr 
 
INFO.TABLE/MEMBER- 
SHIP/MAGAZINES:              Richard Zelawski 
 
RIBBONS/ENTRY TAGS 
 /CERTIFICATES:                Barbara Gaul 
 
PUBLICITY:                           David Swanka 
 
TABULATION TEAM 
FOR PICKING QUEEN, ETC:  George Styn        
                                                        Steve Styn 

WNY ROSE SOCIETY website  -  
  http://wnyrosesociety.org   have you made a 
visit to it yet?  If you haven’ t please do and see what a 
great place it is to explore and expand your rose knowl-
edge. Members’ Only section is accessed by your name as 
it appears in the roster and the password:  wnyrs2007  (no 
spaces)  Thanks to Jeannette Neal, our  web mistress, 
the website is the best rose website around! 
 

A sneak preview:     Show Schedule 

ARTISTIC DESIGN SECTION, JUNE 23, ‘07 SHOW 

Theme:  0 XVLF�$FURVV�$PHULFD��
Class 101- ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’  
             Traditional, Line-mass, HT/FL, 24x18x30”staging 
 
Class 102- ‘Old New York, New York Home’  
             Novice (those who have not won a blue ribbon) 
             Exhibitor’s choice of design, design type to be 
             indicated on tag,  24x18x30” staging 
 
Class 103- ‘Moonlight and Roses’ , Exhibitor’s choice,  
             purchased roses may be used, not eligible for ARS 
             certificate, eligible for blue ribbon, 24x18x30” 
 
Class 104- ’Roses Bring Memories of You’ , Modern de-
             sign, full sized roses, 24x18x30” staging 
 
Class 105- ‘Sunshine and Roses’ A mini/miniflora design  
             in the Oriental manner, low container w/water 
             showing, 10x10” staging 
 
Class 106- ‘Roses Beneath the Sea’ ,  Exhibitor’s choice, 
             not eligible for ARS certificate, but eligible for 
             blue ribbon,  10x10” staging 
 
Class 107- ‘Ramblin’ Rose’ , Men Only, Exhibitor’s 
             choice of design to be entered on entry tag 
             10x10” staging 
 
Exhibitor ’s choice of background mater ial recom-
mended. 
 
 
The first Rose Parade was held in Pasadena, California 
in 1886. Members of the Valley Hunt Club decorated their 
horse-drawn vehicles with roses and other fresh flowers. 
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      MAY  MTG:   Speaker: Carol Harlos, (Perennials) - Rosarian  Q & A: Rose Culture in May-June 

                                                 
   Upcoming Events: 
 
May 19, ‘07—Lil S. & Dave S. are sitting at  
                        Ulbrich’s Nursery in Alden 
 
June 2, ‘07 -    Richard Z. & L il S. are sitting at 
                        Adams’ Nursery on Genesee St. 
 
June 23,‘07— WNYRS June Rose Show    
                         Blvd. Mall , Amherst NY 
 
July 14, ‘07 - Tr ip (Carpool) Niagara Parks  
(D. Swanka)     Rose Garden @  Horticultural 
                          School, Queenston, Ontario, Canada 
 
Aug. 18, ‘07— WNYRS Day at the Er ie Co. Fair  
                          10:00 a.m.—?  (2 hr. shifts)  
                          volunteers, and roses, will be needed 
Aug. 27, ‘07—NYS Fair  , WNYRS Day, 1 pass and 1 
(10-5pm)           parking permit avail . (1st come basis) 

 
Dan Majeski Nursery is open for business at 117 
French Rd., W. Seneca, phone no.   362-9779 
      There will not be a speaker at the June meeting, 
instead  the meeting will be devoted to how to 
groom & show roses and make artistic arrangements. 
      Members will be needed at the Blvd. Mall on 
Friday, June 22nd at 9:00 or so,  to set up tables for 
the next day’s show. This event is done quickly and 
eff iciently, especially when more people show up, 
and lots of fun is had in the process!    At our June 
Show, roses will also be needed for exhibition pur-
poses in addition to for judging. Please plan on 
bringing as many roses as you are able to and enter 
the best ones to be judged. The rest can be placed in 
the back of the ones to be judged. To people who 
don’ t grow roses, the amount of roses, and the vari-
ety, on the table will be eye-catching,  enticing and 
may be an encouragement for them to start growing 
roses. 


